
 
IB Junior Summer Reading Assignment 

 
The International Baccalaureate Programme in English (Language A1) is intended to promote 
and reinforce a number of academic and personal goals, and among those is the need for each of 
us to read as much as possible, whenever we can. Therefore, the principle purpose of a Summer 
Reading assignment is to offer you the opportunity to read a book, partly for your own 
edification and partly to keep you in the flow of reading, thinking, and writing over the summer 
break. On the other hand, I also believe that you should enjoy your summer and allow your mind 
to rest as you prepare to enter the IB program. Summers should not be full of so many academic 
labors that you feel mentally exhausted by the time you return to school. Therefore, pace 
yourself, and have fun doing all the things you enjoy doing.   
 
To help you with fulfilling both of the above-stated goals, I want you to read just one book 
(officially) for IB English III over the summer.  It is a wonderfully adventurous and thoughtful 
American novel that won a National Book Award for fiction in 1997: 
 

Cold Mountain by Charles Frazier 
 

 
ISBN 978-0-8021-4284-9 

 
I’ve asked the Barnes and Noble bookstore at Waterford Lakes to carry this paperback novel, but 
it can also be found quite readily at virtually any bookstore. Do not purchase a digital copy of 
this book or a used copy that is annotated.  



Essay: 
 
In order to help you focus and think more clearly about the novel, I would like you to write one 
essay. The essay needs to be at least two pages typed. Write a multi-paragraph essay on any 
aspect of the novel that you choose, using your knowledge of writing structure, language use, 
and topic development. Choose only one of the following topics: 

1. Analyze one of the main characters and examine how they change throughout the 
course of the novel. 

2. Analyze how Frazier uses multiple symbols throughout the novel and how he uses 
them to develop character, setting, and/or themes.  

3. Examine a theme or motifs in the novel and how they are developed throughout the 
story. 

Sample thesis: Faced with myriad adversities, Ada is forced to make changes in her life not only 
to adapt to a new lifestyle, but more importantly to survive. Over the course of the novel, 
Frazier’s protagonist blossoms both spiritually and emotionally. 
 
Follow these guidelines: 
 

• Follow MLA guidelines (proper heading and header, Times New Roman, 12 point font, 
one inch margins, double spaced). 

• Establish a clear thesis (open with a lead-in that transitions towards your closed thesis). 
• Make sure to include the title of the novel and the first and last name of the author in the 

opening paragraph. 
• Body paragraphs should follow this traditional paradigm: claim (topic sentence), 

evidence (support from the book), and elaboration.    
• Use proper parenthetical documentation when paraphrasing or quoting directly: author 

and page number (Frazier 147). 
• Include a proper Works Cited page. 
• Use your MLA Handbook (8th Edition) to address questions you may have on formatting. 

Or, go to https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/. 
• Do not access SparkNotes, CliffsNotes, or anyone else’s notes! I’m not opposed to these 

periodicals for aid in understanding in the future, but for now, I want to see what you 
think, and I want to get a valid look at your writing and thinking ability with this essay 
without using outside resources. Please be faithful to the IB code of conduct.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/


Responsibilities: 
1) Read Cold Mountain during the summer. At this time, it is not necessary for you to 

annotate the novel, but I do recommend highlighting/ annotating key sections of the 
novel. Tabbing your novel is also a recommendation, but not required at this point.    

2) Write an essay on one of the topics above (due the first day of class). 
3) Be prepared to take a short reading comprehension quiz the first day of class. 

 
 
If you have any questions, please contact me at thomas.moore@ocps.net. 
 

 
Enjoy the book and have a wonderful Summer Break! 

Mr. Moore 
 
 
Note:  Parents should always be kept abreast of their children's reading material, and Cold 
Mountain is no exception. Even though this book has been approved by IB and UHS, each of us 
should be aware that some books may contain what some individuals deem to be objectionable 
material. 
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